
What We 
Caryn Hacker-Buechel looks at the characteristics "Men We Love" have in common. 

There were absolutely "No Toy Guns 
Allowed" in our home when my son, 
now 26, was very young. No orange 
plastic toy revolvers that spit soft foam 
bullets. No silver cap guns that ·smelled 
of sulfur after the pseudo-blast. No 
metal pistol that fit so snug in his small 
hand to have him become accustomed. 
"No Toy Guns Allowed'" 

I was a young, flourishing child and 
family psychotherapist and strongly 
believed the nurture vs. nature theory, 
that by not introducing any aggressive 
toys one could curb what women often 
see as an offensive male characteristic. 

Then it happened. My wonderful child 
began to turn everything into some 
firearm form. This included toy blocks, 
breakfast cereal and, at times, his own 
anatomy I was horrified, yet philo
sophical. Dr.John Gray was right. From 
the very beginning some things about 
women and men are just different. Yet, 
those differences are oddly the very 
aspects that cause us to like, love and 
balance each other. Vive la difference ... 
just take a moment to understand it. 

The original men and women of the 
"cave culture" had clear delineation in 
their roles. The men hunted for the 

day's meal and the women cooked and 
cared for children and their bedrock
style housing. We continue to live a 
variation of the initial job descriptions 
that have become hard-wired expecta
tions regarding gender. I am certain 
that women, even back in the days of 
homo-erectus, sat around the campfire 
at day's end and chatted to each other 
that their mate only "ugged" in their 
direction ... and, at times, they thought 
it was cute. 

With the increase of divorce dur
ing the past two decades, women 
were placed in the position of often 






